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Toc H members accept a four-fold 


commitment: 


t ‘To build friendships across the barriers 
that divide man from man. 


2 ‘To give personal service. 


3 ‘Lo find their own convictions while 


always being willing to listen to the views 


of others, 


4 To work for the building of that better 
world which has been called the Kingdom 


of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 


ideas about Toc H and about the world in 
which we live, takes its title from the third 
of these Four Points—io think fairly. 


Consequences 
of 


compassion 


Last month Viewpoint discussed 
how ‘society needs compassion 
more than competition’ and 
argued that people will usually 
flourish more freely in an atmo- 
sphere of understanding and trust 
than among rivalry and suspicion. 


But, of course, there’s the rub: 
for trust implies freedom and 
responsibility. As soon as you 
trust someone you give him the 
scope to do things his own way 
and the freedom to make mis- 
takes, and yet that trust is vital if 
he is ever to learn, This is the 
philosophy of the White Lion 
Street Free School, which is 
trying to encourage a sense of 
responsibility and self-discipline 
in its pupils, The Children’s 
House Society (which you can 
read about on page 182) is essen- 
tially doing the same thing. It 
gives children a placc of their 
own in which to play and allows 


thein to run it largely by them- 
selves, ‘It gives young children ... 
a genuine chance to excercise the 
responsibility, leadership, co- 
operation and unselfishness which 
arc the basis of a good society’, 
writes the Society’s vice-chairman. 


To me, this makes good sense— 
but it is unusual to find this 
philosophy in as paternalistic a 
society as Britain, We scem very 
reluctant to spread the load of 
responsibility—especially in 
industry where we have far less 
participation in management 
decisions from the shop floor 
than, for example, in West 
Germany, Denmark or Norway, 
with their worker-directors and 


Works Councils. 


The general hostility between 
worker and manager in Britain 
must be one of the main reasons, 
if not the main reason, for our 
poor industrial performance, and, 
of course, once the climate is 
hostile, the two parties are on a 
downward spiral of distrust and 
antagonism, 


And yet there have been numer- 
ous success storics among the 
experiments in industrial demo- 
cracy which have taken place 
outside Britain, In many cases 
both profits and job satisfaction 
have increased (strikes have 
decreased) when workers have 
been allowed to share in making 
decisions which affect their work 
(and therefore the firm): where, 
for example, they have been able 
to decide how tasks should be 
allocated, checked and controlled. 


The best-known case of ‘worker- 
participation’ is probably that of 
the Volvo car-assembly plant in 
Sweden, where traditional pro- 
duction lines have been replaced 
by autonomous work groups. 

A team of workers now tackles a 
series of operations as a group 
and workers rotate the jobs 
among themselves, So they are no 
longer bored by the monotony of 
a single task; they can sec some 
point in what they are doing and 
are freed from the very real 
isolation of the production line. 


sits 


Significantly, there is no paid 
overtime: everyone works until 
his job is done. Production quotas 
arc fixed by the union and plan- 
ning department. Jol satisfaction 
has increased enormously and 
productivity has been maintained. 


Granted, at Volvo there seems to 
be the sort of co-operation and 
fair play which is necessary if 
‘worker-participation’ is to suc- 
ceed. This happy state of affairs 
ean have been achieved only 
through constructive attitudes 
from both shop floor and manage- 
ment, but it seems reasonable to 
argue that if you expect people 
to feel a sense of responsibility for 
their work and their firm, you 
must be prepared to give them a 
stake in saying how it should be 
run, And, of course, vice versa: 
management requires responsi- 
bility. 


Marx was right when he said that 
if a worker is deprived of control 
over his work, he will lose interest 
and become alienated from it: he 
will become merely a meaning- 
less cog in a machine. Small 
wonder that a craftsman will take 
more pains over his own indivi- 
dual task than an assembly-line 
worker will, Marx would settle 
for nothing less than total owner- 
ship for the work force-but his 
basic premise that man needs to 
appreciate the significance of his 
work applies to us all. 


We are now at the stage where 
the old paternalism of British 
industry is outmoded and people 
are obviously frustrated by the 
restrictions that it brings. The 
population is now sufficiently 
educated to be able to accept the 
responsibility of schemes like 
‘worker-participation’—which, to 
my mind, would encourage the 
sort of trusting relationships 
which Toc H sets out to build. 
Onc sociologist has described 
‘“worker-participation’ as ‘a philo- 
sophy of working together in an 

open, sharing, learning, respon- 
sible and rewarding way’. 


I believe Helmut Schmidt, the 
West German Chancellor, was 


right when he commented on 
Britain’s economic situation to 
The Guardian: ‘You have to treat 
workers as equal members of 
society... You have to give them 
the self-esteem which they can 
only have if they acquire respon- 
sibility. Then you will be able to 
ask the trade unions to behave 
and to abstain from those idiotic 
policies and embark on new ones. 
Then they will accept some 
guidance from outsiders—from the 
Government or the party or 
whatever it is. But as long as you 
maintain the damned class-ridden 
society of yours you will never 
get out of your mess." 


The lesson? That we must not be 
afraid of the risks of change. It 
was heartening to see the Marks 
Working Party report that ‘we 
ought to have a much less pater- 
nalistic approach to running 
Marks’ (Interim Report) and to 
read that it is concerned to see 
Marksmen ‘being encouraged to 
take a greater measure of respon- 
sibility for the running of the 
Mark’. 


Enabling more people to make 
an active contribution makes 
particular sense in a movement 
like Toc H where no one person 
would claim a monopoly on 
understanding the truth or inter- 
preting the ways of God. Besides, 
no leaders are infallible, and it is 
much better for everyone to share 
the onus for building the Move- 
ment: to exercise constructive 
criticism, to ask the awkward 
questions, to test the reasoning 
behind executive decisions-in 
short, to care about Toc H. 
Members should know what is 
happening to their money, what 
was decided at Council, what we 
staff are doing with our time. 


‘The world’s need to find new 
relationships of responsible love 
is as urgent as ever’, Colin Cuttell 
once said. ‘The only thing we 
need to be afraid of is a failure of 
Faith, failure of nerve-and a 
fatty degeneration of the mind, 
spirit and conscience,’ 

S McW 
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¢% THE CHILDREN’S HOUSE 
N] a solution to the needs of children 


Lorna Ridgway 


ni Vice-Chairman, National Executive Committee, 
heb The Children’s House Society 


A child’s need for satisfactory 
play and leisure occupation is 
now universally recognised. 


Deprived of legitimate outlets for 
the innate urge to run and 
clamber, to explore and invest - 
gate, to destroy and create, to 
loiter and ponder, and to ex- 
change ideas with one another, 
young human beings may become 
apathetic, sullen or rebellious: 
they may develop restlessness or 
unnatural lethargy, or perhaps 
become dependent upon synthetic 
entertainment: they may counter 
the restraints of their artificially 
restricted lives by breaking out 

in resentful and antagonistic 
behaviour. 


Photos by Stuart McKears 


All this is well known. Twentieth- 
century man is reaping the bitter 
harvest of his own sophisticated 
modes of living, of which un- 
naturally restrictive conditions 
for the young are a significant 
element, in the whole gamut of 
increased violence, delinquency, 
crime, drug dependence and 
mental and nervous breakdown, 


How is this vicious circle to be 
broken? Thoughtful and enlight- 
ened adults have long perceived 
that satisfying play facilities for 
children are crucially important 
if alienation in new gencrations 

is not to grow 10 unparalleled and 
unmanageable proportions. 


The need for play opportunity is 
almost-though perhaps not quite- 
universally agreed. A variety of 
forms of play opportunity has 
proliferated. Is there any one 
‘best’ method? There are adven- 
ture playgrounds, holiday pro- 
jects, play bus schemes, street 
drama groups, school play 
centres, sports clubs—all this 
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provision is extremcly well 
intentioned and often ably 
organised by dedicated people. 
But it can be haphazard, and can 
lack a fundamental philosophical 
basis, which is not to say that in 
some instances it is not brilliantly 
and hearteningly successful. 


In the overall pattern it is clear 
to see that the youngest children 
are, in general, increasingly 
catered for by the nurseries, the 
one o’clock and toddler clubs and 
by the pre-school playgroups, 
one of Britain’s finest do-it- 
yourself movements which leapt 
into being in response to the 
needs of children and their 
mothers when statutory provision 
was conspicuous by its lament- 
able inadequacy, More and more 
support is being given to youth 
clubs and sports facilities for 
teenagers, and so it should be. 
But the neglected age group is the 
five-to-1] age range, and at this 
stage children are, in this aspect 
of their development, at both 
their most vulnerable and their 
most formative. 


As early childhood recedes, the 
spirit of adventure begins to 
escalate and independence 
beckons. Children shrug off the 
irksome restraints of playing at 
home under the mother’s eye: 
they want to be off out with their 
mates, The fortunate play in 
gardens, fields and forests, up 
trees and on the seashore; they 
make dens and hide-aways, 
experimenting in physical, social, 
imaginative and reflective play. 
This is the age of ‘our den’, ‘our 
camp’ and ‘our gang’, innocent 
enough when there ts sufficient 
space and scope. 


But the majority roam around 
city streets and derelict sites, race 
around balconies, staircases and 
lifts in blocks of flats, at first 
making a nuisance of themselves 
unintentionally, then often enjoy- 
ing the mischief and challenging 
authority in ‘games’ that get out 
of hand, cause damage and pro- 
duce anger in grown-ups, frustra- 
tion and defiance in children. 


By youth club age children can 
be sophisticated mischief-makers, 
unwilling to accept even the 
loose-reined discipline of the 
youth club, all too often with 
their creative talents and the 
dignity of responsible self- 
management withering away, 
and with personalities irremedi- 
ably damaged. 


The Children’s House Society 
claims that a Children’s House 
is a neat and proved solution to 
these problems, 


The House can be a hut, a pre- 
fab, an old structure scheduled 
for redevelopment, indeed any 
building in which children can 
meet, plan, create and plan to do 
the things they want to do, It 
cannot be a hall or room hired 
once or twice a week from school, 
church or other community 
organisation, The essence of the 
Children’s House philosophy is 
that the House is the children’s 
own, run by its elected children’s 
committee, with unobtrusive aid 
and support from interested 
adults, and in particular from a 
leader known as the ‘Guardian’, 
who helps the children to organ- 
ise their self-chosen activities and 
make their own rules, The House 
provides imaginative leisure 
facilities for children between the 
ages of three and 11 years, and is 
normally open after school hours, 
at week-ends and during school 
holidays. 


A Children’s House is particu- 
larly desirable for those in high- 
rise and high-density residential 
areas and on estates which lack 
other play facilities; it is for 
lonely children, for those whose 
parents are out at work, for those 
who lack the ability and the 
opportunity to run their own 
affairs, 


A Children’s House provides for 
creative and imaginative talents, 
for lively games or quiet recre- 
ation, for reading, cooking and 
painting, for parties, music and 
dancing; above all for self-chosen 
play. It gives adults the chance 
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to offer story-reading, chess, 
woodwork and other desirable 
ways of spending spare time. But 
perhaps most important of all, it 
gives young children at a vital 
stage of their development a 
genuine chance to exercise the 
responsibility, leadership, co- 
operation and unselfishness which 
are the basis of a good society. 
Adults become partners in 
welcomed enterprises rather than 
enemies to be outwitted., 


Four Houses are successfully 
running, in Stockport, Maid- 
stone, ‘Tunbridge Wells and 
Brixton (London), financed with 


varying degrees of statutory and 
voluntary support. Financially 
the ideal is an amalgam. A full- 
time paid Guardian is the most 
desirable, and for this local 
authority support is almost 
bound to be needed, But two 
Houses now function with part- 
time Guardians, paid by means 
of local fund-raising. Voluntary 
helpers are essential, to provide 
suitable supervision and aid for 
the children. 


It is not easy. Summer holiday 
projects are, by comparison, 
simple to run. Yet don’t many 
participating adults feel regret as 
these close down when the 
children return to school, and 
recognise how much the children 
would benefit if the facilities 
could somehow be continued 
throughout the year, after school 
and at week-ends? 


But where Children’s Houses 
have been developed they have 
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been scen to make ee 
contribution to the happi anal 
the children and to the gov vel 
order of the communities the 
serve, Adults benefit also as ie 
help to manage what is essential] 
a local community project for th y 
benefit of the young of their ow $ 
streets and housing estates, Whe 
the children are not using it, a È 
Children’s House can provide a 
focus for other activities, for play- 
groups, a senior citizens’ club, a 
meeting place for mothers, 


But this can only be with the 
agreement of the children, for a 
Children’s House is, first and 
foremost, a place of their own, 


For further information: 

The Secretary 

The Children’s House Society 
Victoria Chambers 

16/20 Strutton Ground 
London swl 


TEA AMC a 


MARKS 


The Marks Working Party, 
appointed by the Central 
Executive Committee last 
December to consider how 
many houses the Movement 
can sustain, has now pro- 
duced both an interim and 
a final report. The Working 
Party's recommendations 
have been circulated to all 
the Mark Management 
Committees and Regional 
Executives, and comments 
are invited in time for the 
CEC meeting on 6 Decem- 
ber when policy decisions 
are to be taken. 


Briefly, the main points of the 
Working Party’s reports arc 
these: 

1 Toc H is not in business to 
provide subsidised accommoda- 
tion. Marks must cover their 
costs. ‘We believe there is no 
justification, or necessity, for 


deficits on Marks.’ (Last year the 
total deficit on Marks was over 
£11,000; although this year, so 
far, they are out of the red.) The 
Working Party concluded that 
the substantial capital investment 
in Marks can be justified only if 
they are making a real contribu- 
tion to the life of the Movement, 


2 What, then, is the purpose of a 
Mark and what contribution is 
expected of it? 


‘A Mark exists to offer accommo- 
dation to people who are pre- 
pared to accept a commitment 

to serve the community around 
them, This commitment is not an 
“optional extra” but an essential 
part of the Mark experience.’ 


“The Mark must be alert to the 
needs of the community and must 
develop links with social service 
organisations, local churches and 
community groups.’ As part of 
the Family, the Mark should also 
develop closer links with other 
expressions of Toc H. The re- 
quirement that Mark residents 
should make some contribution 
to the life of the community 
around them is seen as important 
not only for the community but 
even more so for the individual 
Marksman (or woman) himself. 
It is hoped that this experience 
would help Marksmen to grow 
as people. “This opportunity for 
personal growth and for testing 
the Christian approach to life is 
the basic purpose of a Mark,’ 


3 If the Mark residents are 
expected to take more responsi- 
bility for the needs of the com- 
munity around them, it follows 
that they should be trusted with 
more responsibility for running 
their own affairs. A Mark is ‘an 
experiment in community living’ 
and it is ultimately up to the 
people who live in the house to 
work out how that community 
will grow and develop. 


This means that much of the 

responsibility for the day-to-day 
management of the house should 
be delegated from Management 


Committees to Residents’ Com- 
mittees—including, for example, 
responsibility for budgeting and 
fixing rents, and agreeing on 
codes of bchaviour in the house. 
This is one of the most radical 
recommendations in the Working 
Party report, and it is proposed 
from the conviction that only as 
people are entrusted with respon- 
sibility can they devclop qualities 
of leadership, and with the hope 
that Mark residents may become 
the future leaders of this Move- 
ment, as the earliest Marksmen 
became. 


4 ‘The contribution of the 
Management Committees’, 
stresses the Working Party Final 
Report, ‘will be more rather than 
less important,’ They will remain 
ultimately responsible that the 
Mark is a worthy expression of 
Toc H, but will now be able to 
concentrate on their real function 
‘of helping the Mark to discover 
its role in the community’, In 
this, the Management Committee 
would be backed by staff. ‘We 
firmly believe that the establish- 
ment of an effective Mark de- 
mands a substantial investment 
of staff time’ fi.e. a full-time 
warden or assistance from field 
staff]. ‘It is unreasonable to 
expect an honorary warden to 
have the time to take responsi- 
bility both for the management 
of the Mark and for discovering 
the needs of the community and 
helping individual residents to 
find where their contribution lies.’ 


5 The Working Party points out 
clearly that all residents should 
be given the opportunity to ‘gain 
some understanding of the pur- 
pose of the Toc H Movement’, 
and that they should, at the 
appropriate time, be encouraged 
to join Toc H. 


From these recommendations it 

is clear that the members of the 
Working Party believe that their 
concept of a Mark is still valid, 
and that they hope Marks could 
again make a real contribu- 

tion to the future of Toc H. 

SMcW 
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Poperinge | 


p sl 
This Diamond Jubilee year 
the World Chain of Light 
Starts at the birthplace of 
the Movement in 
Poperinge. We have asked 
the Rev Tim Dugdale, the 
Anglican Chaplain of 
Ghent and Ypres, to 
contribute his thoughts 

on the possible future of 
The Old House in Europe. 
Tim is closely associated 
with The Old House and 
will be a member of the 
party keeping vigil on 
11-12 December. 


‘To my mind this is no casy 
assignment and, in a way, the 
problems surrounding Talbot 
House bear a great similarity to 
those facing my own church in 
Ypres. To begin with, I am sure 
I don’t have to emphasise that 
Talbot House, being the birth- 
place of Toc H, holds a special 
place in the scheme of things, and 
right now is very much a place 
of pilgrimage for old soldiers and 
Toc H members from all over the 
world, To we older people who 
have served in one or two World 
Wars such places as Talbot House 
and indeed my own church in 
Ypres are precious shrines of 
memory. They call to mind those 
nobler traits of human nature- 
courage, sacrifice and so on- 
which inevitably bring one to the 
salute! No matter whether your 
own particular theatre of war 
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was the Ypres Salient, the Medi- 
terranean, the Atlantic Convoys 
or the skies above enemy terri- 
tory, a visit to The Old House or 
St George’s Memorial Church 
and, in a flash, you are back to 
the days of your youth. 


As you absorb the hallowed atmo- 
sphere of the Upper Room or the 
grandeur of St George’s, crowd- 
ing into one’s mind come the 
memories of valued friendships of 
long ago, memories of the often 
traumatic experiences which 
showed us up for the sort of 
people we really were and helped 
shape us into the kind of people 
we have now become. All this 
and very much more is for many 
of us wrapped up in the fabric of 
places such as Talbot House, and 
so they have become greatly 
beloved places of pilgrimage. 


‘This, of course, is the point at 
which we start facing problems! 
It cannot be expected that these 
places should have the same sort 
of appeal for the present genera- 
tion, and we old sweats are 
getting a bit long in the tooth, 

A person has to be at least 50 to 
have taken part in the Second 
World War or over 75 to have 
been in the First, and it won’t be 
all that long before none of us are 
around any more. However, 

St George’s Church will still be 
standing and so will Talbot 
House, and if what is presently 
happening to so many British 
parish churches is any criterion 
it is obvious that they must serve 
purposes other than being 
memorials to past glory if they 
are to have any real hope of 
survival, It has to be remembered 
that any live organisation, be it 
the Church or Toc H, is a body 
of people, not a building, and the 
decision facing Toc H would 
secm to be whether you can 
afford to kecp Talbot House as 
little more than a memorial or, 
within the Movement’s fourfold 
commitment, can it be utilised 

in some way? 


‘With the unfolding concept of a 
new European Community surcly 
here if anywhere Toc H must have 


a role to play. To many it may 
seem that what the EEC stands 
for is too idealistic for this world 
of ours; we doubt whether it js 
really possible to harness together 
the strong and the weak, the rich 
and the poor for very long before 
the pride of one and the resent- 
ment of the other tear them 
apart, This might well be so, but 
for all that the EEC could bea 
working model of the brother- 
hood of man; it could succeed in 
throwing bridges across the gulfs 
which divide men by race and 
language and it is at least an 
honourable attempt to move 
beyond pious intentions towards 
realising our hopes. 


‘It makes hard sense for nations 
brought up within the Christian 
tradition to seek a common 
destiny. This will not be found in 
a vapid humanitarianism but 
only in the full light of Christ’s 
teaching, so Toc FI with its broad 
base of ecumenism must surcly 
have some contribution to make. 
One could visualise The Old 
House becoming a hive of activity 
as the members of Toc H take up 
the challenge of their new 
Director as expressed in his 
article “Don’t Bottle it Up” in 
the Jubilee issue of Point Three. 


‘But I am afraid it won’t be 
achieved by remote control. It 
won't be achieved by just being 
content to cater for the needs of 
pilgrims visiting the war graves 
in France and Belgium. In my 
view Talbot House could become 
a truly alive international centre 
of goodwill and understanding, 
fulfilling many needs and, of 
course, completely interdenomi- 
national, However, the needs 
have first to be perceived and in 
the first instance would probably 
need an energetic, truly inter- 
nationally minded, outward- 
looking, outward-reaching 
resident member of staff, pre- 
pared to do the pioneer work. 
Let us hope that such a paragon 
can indeed be found and that 
through his or her efforts the Old 
House will go from strength to 
strength!’ 


Fourteen-Eighicen 


You now know aii tiat I am going to write 

I can only follow greater men. 

One day he came-and fought and laughed and died 

The next saw his grisly morial blowing on the wire 

While passing shell and shot 

Snuffed amongst the heaps of grey and khaki forms 

To see if ought was missed, 

As the foulest coursing hound checks if a spark of life still glows 
And men asked where and how and when 

While others in a quiet upper room asked themselves the same, 
God spoke in each man’s heart and said to one:— 

O little man just ask me why? 

Reverently he queried why and God replied: 

Because therc is so little love. 

And yet my Son taught ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’ 

Go, see that this is donc~and we will meet again. 


Thirty Nine-Forty Five 

Bombs, bombs, bombs-till Hell cried out in terror, 

Strong men felt guilt, were sickened by their work, 

A change was coming over Man, and War had lost its glory, 
Toc H keep teaching love, for fifty or five hundred years 
More folk care today than e’er before, 

Our service binds men, heart to heart. 

It is the rent we pay for our room on earth. 


Freddie Stokes 


NEW BIRTHDAY VIGIL BOOKLET 


A new Birthday Vigil booklet, for use at the World 
Chain of Light, is now available. This revision by 
Bob Knight of an earlier booklet contains medita- 
tions for each hour of the Vigil and is composed 
mainly of quotations from writings about Toc H, 
with prayers and suggestions for further reading. 


A Pattern for Devotion has also been reprinted 
for Jubilee Year. This is a meditation of the Four 
Points of the Compass, lasting approximately 
30 minutes, which can be used at the observance 
of the World Chain of Light. 


Both A Pattern for Devotion (price 5p or 
50p per dozen) and The Birthday Vigil of Toc H 
(price 20p) are available from the Publications 
Department, Toc H Headquarters, | Forest Close, 
Wendover, Aylesbury,'Bucks HP22 68T. 


World 
Chain 
of 
Light 


... strive for one hour to keep 
A watch with God, nor watching 
fall asleep... 


(Sidney Royse Lysaght) 


The message for this Jubilee Year 
being circulated to Toc H around 
the world, to be read at the World 
Chain of Light, is longer than usual 
as it Is in three parts: from the 
Burgomaster of Poperinge; from 
Toc H members who will keep 
Vigil in the Upper Room; and 
from the Dean of Poperinge, It is 
suggested that the Message should 
be read in two (or three) parts 
during the observance at 9 pm on 
either 11 or 12 December. 

Several 24-hour vigils are being 
held in the UK: notably at All 
Hallows; Dor Knap; Gladstone 
House, Liverpool; and at the 
Othona Community in Dorset. 

If you would like to join the 
vigil at Dor Knap, please contact 
George Lee, School House, The 
Green, Tanworth - in - Arden, 
Solihull, West Midlands. 


Peace drops like a pearl 
on silent moments captured 
from a busy world. 


(Japanese haiku poem) 


Note for those uninitiated in our 
Toc H customs: 

At the World Chain of Light Toc H 
members throughout the world send 
greetings to one another, ramember each 
other in their prayers and, observing the 
Ceremony of Light, rededicata themselves 
to work for the ideals of the intarnational 
Toc H Movement. It was devised as a 
‘simple act, that can bring home to Toc H 
mambers all round the world their 
essential unity of kinship and purpose’. 
The ceremony is always held at 9 pm 
local tima on 11/12 Dacember, tha 
anniversary of the opening of Talbot 
House, Poperinge, and of the birth of 
Tubby, our Founder Padre. 
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News 
point 


News, cartoons, crosswords and 
photos (clear black and white, please) 
are always welcome. Please send to: 
Editorial Office, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT. 


Fun and games 
at Hackney 


120 children in South Hackney, 
London, enjoyed another enter- 
prising summer holiday pro- 
gramme planned from Prideaux 
House. On the first morning of the 
playscheme they were entertained 
by InterAction, a community arts 
group, who made a film with the 
children. The children actually 
acted, produced and directed the 
film and even ran the cameras 
themselves. And later in the holi- 
day there were able to sec it with 
their parents, It was a Cromwell- 
ian drama called ‘Epic’. 

There were many outings, to 
Crystal Palace, Epping Forest, 
London Zoo, Greenwich, Wimble- 
don Common, children’s work- 
shops for craft work, theatre, 
cinema, adventure playgrounds, 
swimming, special children’s exhi- 
bitions and picnics in the country, 

This superb summer programme 
was led by volunteers from all over 
the British Isles, even Belgium and 
Germany, and was arranged by a 
committee of local parents who 
spend all year arranging the fund- 
raising programme and transport, 
This year the parents are particu- 
larly involved in the new Toc H 
Youth Centre which is to be open- 
ed this month, for all the South 
Hackney children from 5 to 21 
years, Scc more about it soon in 
Point Three! 
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Southend Jubilee Exhibition 


Anestimated 4,000 visitors saw the 
three-week exhibition in Southend 
Central Library, organised by 
Southend, Belfairs, Leigh-on-Sea, 
Rayleigh and Thurrock branches. 
The exhibition, which ee from 
93 August to 13 September, was 
seen i visitors from Hamburg, 
Mauritius and Karachi, besides 
people from all over the country. 
On view were photographs, 
models and displays of 50 years of 
Toc H work in the Southend arca. 
This includes a mobile cinema ser- 
vice, hospital broadcasting, trans- 
port and outings for the handi- 
capped, work with the deaf and 
dumb, and an annua! holiday for 
the mentally handicapped. 
Hubert Day, one of the organ- 


ages 


isers, reports that following the ex. 
hibition, nine women and five men 
are interested in joining local 
branches; five more have offered 
to help with coach and minibus 
driving; the Church of England 
Men’s Society and the Scouts are 
considering how they can help; 
and they have a volunteer for their 
1976 summer holiday project, 

Toc H Public Relations Depart- 
ment was most impressed by the 
exhibition committee’s careful and 
imaginative planning which made 
the venture such an outstanding 
success. The organisers used the 
new Publicity Pack and placed an 
order for special exhibition litera- 
ture with the Print Room at 
Wendover. 


GACHES & MINE SES 


ERS ESCORTS 


Celebrating Southend’s Golden Jubilee exhibition: (left to right) Wilf 


Burton, South East Essex District Chairman, who made the model; Bob 
Knight, Headquarters Padre, who opened the exhibition; Percy Venness, 
founder member of Southend branch; Reg Sherrington. Southend branch 
chairman; and Ernie Lockhart, Deputy Mayor 


Photo: Southend Standard 


Stoke Mandeville 
Lounge 


Work on the luxury lounge for 
spinal patients in Stoke Mande- 
ville hospital, Bucks, is now pro- 
gressing well: the structure is com- 
pleted and the building is now 
being wired. Point Three will con- 


tinue to report on future develop- 
ments. 


Bakewell 

Jubilee 

Bakewell Toc H celebrated the 
Jubilee with a float in the Bake- 
well Carnival and with a thanks- 
giving service in the local parish 
church, The Bishop of Derby 
preached on the subject of ‘Light 
and on the inspiration of our 
founders in building on the Chris- 
tian faith. 


Women to 
the fore 


The ladies of Penn branch, Wol- 
verhampton, rose to the challenge 
of a woman journalist who wrote 
in the local paper querying whe- 
ther International Women’s Year 
was to be a dead duck in Wolver- 
hampton, 

The branch arranged a meeting 
for all the women’s voluntary 
organisations in the town. Over 
80 representatives turned up, and 
they decided to stage a three-day 
exhibition in a school in the centre 
of the town in August. 

‘Its aim’, writes Mary Birnie, 
District Secretary, ‘was to show 
what achievements women in the 
area have made: there were con- 
tinuous demonstrations by women 
artists, craftswomen and singers 
and several publicity stands.’ The 
Toc H stand was fully manned 
throughout the exhibition, and 
members made a point of talking 
to the general public. ‘We feel it 
was a very worthwhile venture, as 
hundreds of people now know 
more about Toc H. Perhaps other 
branches can follow suit.’ 


More about women 


Four more branches seized the 
opportunity of an International 
Women’s Year Exhibition to pub- 
licise Toc H and to look for new 
members. Plymouth, Plympton, 
Plymstock and Burraton ladies 
joined forces to man (?) a Toc H 
stand at Plymouth Guildhall on 
30 September. 


Island news 


The Isle of Wight branches have 
been busy this summer and held 
an excellent exhibition on Cowes 
Promenade during Cowes Week 
and also one at the Industry Fair. 
They have also been involved in 
fashion shows and a sponsored 
walk—to say nothing of their regu- 
lar jobs such as the out-patients’ 
canteen at a local hospital which 
they have helped to run for 22 
years, 


Toc H flower power 


We've had a superb collection of 
photos of floral displays which 
branches round the country have 
arranged in commemoration of 
the Diamond Jubilee. The parks 
and gardens of Worthing, Morc- 
cambe, Falmouth, North Wal- 
sham, Aylesbury, Malvern, South- 
sea, Scarborough, Bebington and 
doubtless many others are all 
alight with Toc H lamps. Sorry, 
folks-we can’t publish them all. 
The best, we thought, was East- 
bourne’s—and also the one in 
Durban, South Africa. 


KA So vas 


KSA = 
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Golden Jubilee bordar for Toc H 
South Africa in Jamieson Park, 
Durban, a favourite tourist spot. 
50 years ago a tree was planted in 
the park to mark the first meeting 
of Toc H Durban. This year Don 
McKenzie planted another one 
alongside 


Holiday swop 

Ted Curry 

The exchange holidays for under- 
privileged children organised by 
the Northants Project Committee 
took place in July at the Kingsway 
Boys’ Club in Wellingborough, 
and children from this locality 
went to Holkham Hall, Norfolk, 
in August. Both holidays were a 
great success. 

Those who came from Norfolk 
had a grand time, swimming, 
roller-skating and so on, and a 
highlight was a visit to Castle 
Ashby to meet the Wombles, 
which caused a lot of excitement. 
A visit to the American Air Base 
at Alconbury was also arranged. 

The local children enjoyed their 
stay at Holkham Hall and in per- 
fect weather spent a lot of time on 
the beach. A number of outings 
were arranged by the Norfolk 
Volunteers. 


Eastbourne’s flower display 
Photo: Scott Shaw 


Congratulations to the Parks 
Department of a certain northern 
seaside town who, having kindly 
agreed to give Toc H a border for 
a Jubilee floral display, planted 


A ‘reet good do’ 

Oldham branch 

Three things most dear to north- 
ern folk are their church, their 
reputation for hospitality and 
brass bands. It therefore came as 
no surprise that Oldham celebra- 
ted the Jubilee in style with a 
service in the parish church and 
a concert featuring the Boarshurst 
(Greenfield) Brass Band and sin- 
ger Lois Malcolm. They also in- 
vited some local elderly, and 
handicapped people, and the 
Mayor and Mayorcss of Oldham. 
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Dor Knap’s third Cotswold Festival, held in early September, included a new 
ingredient which won instant acclaim and many requests for an encore in future years: 
Elizabeth Twistington Higgins’s ballet. Her Chelmsford Dancers, supported by 

John Hull’s singers, The Occasional Six, opened the Festival week-end with an 
‘Evening of Ballet, Madrigals and Wine’ and brought it to a close with a Festival 


Evensong in the old Broadway church of St. Eadburgha. 


Widening the programme in this way attracted many more loca] people than had 
come in previous years and the parishioners of Broadway are apparently still talking of 


the Evensong. 


Photos: Scott Shaw 
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Left: The Occasional Six: (left to 
right) Bernard Beales, Alan Coleman, 
Karen Hull, Anna Bernadin, Sue 
Cumming, John Hull. A mixture of 
professional and amateur musicians, 
but essentially a group of friends, 
they came together under the 
directorship of John Hull, Artistic 
Director of the Festival 


Bottom left: a new attraction was 
the demonstration of corn dollies 
by Marjorie Gibbard 


Below: the Festival was proud to 
welcome Erich Stegmann, Founder 
and President of the MFPA (Mouth 
and Foot Painting Artists), who 
demonstrated his mouth painting- 
here, of Bob Knight, chairman of 
the Festival Committee 


Festival Evensong: the simple 
chancel of this old candle-lit church 
afforded a perfect setting for 
Elizabeth’s liturgical ballet. Her 
Chelmsford Dancers offered up an 
act of worship which was beautiful 
and deeply moving. They began the 
service by dancing to ʻO worship the 
Lord in the beauty of holiness’, 
specially arranged by John Hull and 
sung by The Occasional Six, and 
conveyed the sense of reverence, 
peace and joy of the hymn 


Below: a scene from the ‘Ballet of 
the Church Seasons’, which portrays 
the events and moods of the Church 
calendar: the three Marys, stricken 
by the agony of the crucifixion 


Photos: Jacquie Sergeant 


news point 


Enterprising service 


‘Service to the community in the 
Toc H tradition means we look for 
the things that others have over- 
looked: the real need that no one 
else has met.’ 

So writes Cyril Oldham, branch 
secretary of Caister-on-Sea, Nor- 
folk, who found, on retiring to 
Caister 10 years ago, that there 
was no up-to-date guide to the 
town, As Caister was developing 
rapidly as a popular seaside resort, 
and as he was looking round for 
something to do without too much 
physical effort, Cyril decided to 
produce a street plan and guide of 
Caister. He did it at his own ex- 
pense, hoping to make a profit for 
Toe H funds. 

The strect guide appeared in 
1967, and was followed by smaller 
directories: street, shopping and 
general guides. This year he has 
published a new Holidaymakers’ 
Caister Guide, with full details 
about bus services, newspapers, 
sports facilities, churches, hair- 
dressers, and more. It must cover 
everything you’d ever want on 
holiday. 

Cyril’s most recent publication 
is Caister Chronicle, a monthly news- 
paper, and he is now working on an 
accommodation guide, The busi- 
ness has been a struggle, and Cyril 
has found it hard to compete with 
rising printing costs, But he has 
now invested in a duplicator and 
writes: ‘By the end of the year, 
profiting from my eight years’ ex- 
perience in the publishing busi- 
ness, I hope to be out of the red, 
so at long last I can show a profit 
for Toc H as well as providing a 
service for both holidaymakers and 
residents,’ 

Ifany branch would like further 
details, Cyril will be only too 
pleased to help: 60 Westerley 
Way, Caister-on-Sea, Great Yar- 
mouth, Norfolk. 
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Weymouth party 


There was a large gathering of 
Toc H members, builders and 
friends at a Wine and Cheese even- 
ing organised recently by Wey- 
mouth District and held in the 
garden of Toc H CEC chairman, 
Betty Cornick. Principal guests 
were the Mayor and Mayoress of 
Weymouth and Portland, Coun- 
cillor and Mrs J Jenner; also pre- 
sent were members of the Toc H 
Hospital Broadcasting team. £47 


PAA 


Ci 


WEYMOUTH 


was raised for the Jubilee 
in South India. 

Advertising Toc H and the wine 
and cheese party was a particular. 
ly fine display in Weymouth public 
library. 

Weymouth members also com- 
memorated the Diamond Jubilee 
by presenting a chairmobile to the 
Chalbury Lodge home for the 
elderly, 
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project 


Cor! 


Paul, Camp leader 


White Horse Vale District once 
again gave 24 Basingstoke ‘orrors 
a holiday in Englefield, Berks. We 
travelled the country from Wind- 
sor to Gosport, and activities 
ranged from sailing and chatting 
to Count Dracula to looking for 
fairies at midnight, A wide range 
of characters came to camp: one 
continually found herself in a bed 
of nettles; one insisted on boiling 
his own egg; one had double- 
jointed elbows (most off-putting !) ; 
one persuaded the helmsman to 
let him steer the boat; one took her 
pillow everywhere and fell asleep 
whenever we weren't doing any- 
thing; one ... well, the less said 
about that, the hetter! My thanks 
to all who helped, contributed, 


interfered in this splendid experi- 
ence, 


—— + eee 
Hold the front page! 


Extract from a local paper 


Jersey jaunt 


A grand holiday by the sea with 
glorious weather and good accom- 
modation at the Toe H Hostel, 
St Helier, Jersey, was the recent 
experience of 19 boys drawn from 
needy homes at Bristol and Bath. 
Many had never been on a boat, 
so the ferry from Weymouth to 
St Helier was an interesting ex- 
perience. The holiday, one of 
several projects arranged by the 
Southern Region, was one of ex- 
cellent co-operation and organisa- 
tion involving staff members Eliza- 
beth Bacon, John Forbes, St Helier 
branch members, Ruth and Reg 
Collins of Bournemouth & Christ- 
church branch, the leaders and 
volunteers, The twentieth boy was 
taken ill with appendicitis the day 
before the start of the holiday. 


ee 


branch, Toc H meets in The Loft, Angel Yard — 8 pm. 


Time to care 


Olive Tennant 

Time, not money, was the item 
required of the Norwich Toc H 
Action Group. 

It started as a request from a 
master at the Costessey Secondary 
Modern School. Some of his 15- 
to 16-year-old pupils had under- 
taken to redecorate completely a 
council house in the locality, which 
was destined to become a home 
for four people from a psychiatric 
hospital. 

Alas, the condition of the house 
made them despair: teapot-brown 
paint, walls with at least six layers 
of paper on them. Weeks of hard 
work behind them but so much 
more to be done with the deadline 
drawing nearer. Please could the 
Action Group help? Two week- 
ends of willing hands, painting and 
wall-papcring, soon completed the 
task, and in August 1974 four 
happy people moved into their 
new home. 

Alec, Wilfred, Muriel and Eliza- 
beth, their ages ranging from the 
early fifties to 73, had lived in a 
psychiatric hospital for as long as 
25 years. 

What they most needed was 
friendship, and this the Action 


Group has tried to provide by 
visiting them. Last December we 
decided to take them on a picnic; 
mad it sounded, but we reasoned 
that when the weather was warm 
and sunny they could get out by 
themselves. To be cooped up in the 
winter time is far more of a prob- 
lem. However, fate was kind, and 
one bright sunny day in December 
in a hired minibus we set off for 
the seaside. 

We shall never forget our visit 
to them one evening just before 
Christmas. One could hardly get 
into the living-room for the paper 
decorations which drooped from 
the ceiling. Much baking had been 
done in our honour—mince pies, 
sausage rolls, cakes—plus sand- 
wiches and wine. They were truly 
like children in their excitement, 
the first Christmas in their own 
home for so many years. 

In January they helped us with 
a party which we gave to a home 
for the elderly in Norwich, and 
how pleased they were to be asked. 

Long may our friendship last 
with these wonderful people-how 
much we gain when a plea is made 
for help. 
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bit ee Pe are a 
Sarah Boykin and Ron Huddleston 
(foreground): two of this year’s 
American Winant Volunteers. They 
went to Cambridgeshire to run the 
Holidays-at-Home scheme in 


St Neots. Also pictured are the 
organisers of Holidays-at-Home and 
the assistant director of Social 
Services for Cambridgeshire 

Photo: Cambridge News 
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To the Point 


m New Forest District celebrated 
the Diamond Jubilee with a vari- 
ety concert which raised £40 for 
the Diamond Jubilee Appeal. 


m Jersey Toc H is busy fitting up 
flashing lamp warning systems for 
people on the island’s Home Help 
list. 


m Morecambe Toc H has been 
busy with holidays for children 
and handicapped, also outings. 
A Jubilee Concert was given to a 
capacity audience of 150. 


m Gravesend members gave some 
portable staging to the local old 
people’s welfare centre, for use at 
the entertainments, This £200 gift 
commemorated the Jubilee and 
the branch’s fortieth anniversary. 


m Crewkerne’s new joint branch 
is stepping out and is already 
closely involved with ‘Camelot’, a 
hospital broadcasting service em- 
bracing Yeovil and Sherborne, 


m Thumbs up to Crawley branch, 
Surrey, for encouraging members 
to bring guests to its Festival Year 
Guest Night. Members are to be 
charged 50p, but guests will be 
allowed in free! 


m Dundee Toc H hospital broad- 
casting service has received a gift 
of 40 LP records from an admiring 
fan-thanks to 23-year-old Tommy 
Allan who was in Dundee Royal 
Infirmary with a broken leg. 
Tommy was rewarded for his 
generosity when he was invited to 
spin the discs the next week. 


m Lindley branch member Alec 
Bruce has raised £700 on his own 
initiative, despite the fact that he 
is confined to a wheelchair. He 
wrote to hundreds of famous 
people asking for donations for a 
luxury coach, to be used for com- 
munity outings. 
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PANNIKAMPATTI 


We have now received | 
photos of the inauguranon 
of the Pannikampatu 
project and of the laying of 
the foundation stone for the 
Health and Wellare Cenire. 
George D Herbert, secretary 
of Tirucht branch, has 
kindly sent us a report of 
the inauguration day, 

which was held especially 
on 31 May. 


Photos by Ebenezer Herbert 


The District Collector unveils the 
foundation stone 


Toc H HEALTH AND WELFARE CENTRE. , 
Bo the glory of God 
AND IN LOVING BEMEMDAANCE OF ! 
REV. P. B. CLAYTON, M.C. C.H. D.D. 
FOUNDER PADAR ar Toc H 
\eRPCTED BY Toc Ii Inora WITH FUNDS PROVIDED Dy: 
Toc H (tc) UNITED KINGDOM 


AS ONE OF THEIN OVERSEAS PROJECTS j 
CELBBNATING THE DiaNonD JUDILER OF Toc H15-75 
AND MAINTAINED SY A OPT OF Ih AMES 
ny Tau K VELLAIGHAMY REDDLAR oF PANCKANPAT TI 
TUIS FOUNDATION BTONE WAS LAID ON St AJAY 1975 
Dy Tiagu M. VAITHIALINGAM, LA 3. 
COLLBCTOB OF TINUCHIRAPALLL 


Fi fas Seu cuen Duratmasry 


The foundation stone 
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‘Even as Toc H in the pe was 
eparing for the Nationa 
Festival = Westminster Abbey 
and Central Hall, some 3,000 
miles away Toc H Tiruchi branch 
of Chola District in Tamil Nadu 
State, South India, was preparing 
to launch the Pannikampatti 
Project. We were very particular 
that this function should syn- 
chronise with the Festival in 
London for it is one of the 
national projects for 1975 spon- 
sored by Toc H UK. 


‘On the evening of 30 May, 
Tiruchi branch met at its usual 
place of meeting to chalk out the 
final plans for the following day’s 
programme. Padre Paul Devadass 
from Bombay District had come 
specially to join us [Bombay is 
750 miles away] at this branch 
mecting, The Deputy India Com- 
missioner, D Souderapandian, 
was also present, and he spoke in 
detail of the magnificent gesture 
of Toc H Great Britain, but for 
whose generous aid of about 

Rs 50,000 this project could not 
materialise, He also pointed out 
that this will be the first of its 
kind ever done in India by 

Toc H and charged the members 
of Tiruchi branch that they 
would do well to utilise this 
unique opportunity and prove 
worthy of the trust bestowed 
upon them. ‘Inasmuch as Toc H 
UK came forward to help us 
with this project, we should be 
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A mason constructs the plinth for 
the foundation stone 


able to develop it to such an 
extent that we could help similar 
projects at other places in our 
own country and abroad.’ 


‘On the following morning, 
branch chairman J D Samuel 
myself and my son Ebenezer — 
Herbert with his camera, Irwin 
Parker and Sukumar with his 
piano-accordion left in a van 
with the foundation stone to be 
embedded at the site of the 
Health and Welfare Centre for 
Pannikampatti village. The 
donor, Mr Vellaisamy Reddiar, 
had made previous arrangements 
for construction of the pandal 
(thatched canopy) and the plinth 
for the foundation stone. But the 
villagers have their own way of 
doing things at a leisurely pace 
and did not sccm to realise our 
urgency at all. The preparatory 
work during the forenoon was 
very poor and slow going. But the 
thasildar and a few Revenue 
officials arrived by noon and from 
then onwards things began to 
take shape in quick tempo, The 
member of the Legislative 
Assembly of that Constituency 
who was to preside at that 
evening’s function also visited the 
place and set the whole machin- 
ery of village officials humming 
into action. By 5 pm the whole 
ground was cleared of bushes, 
thorns and stones; approach 
roads to the site levelled and 
mended; the foundation stone 
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The official party on the dais. Seated, 
in the dark suit, is Justin Jesudhasan, 
Commissioner of Toc H India. Top 
right-hand corner is George D 
Herbert, secretary of Tiruchi branch 
and author of the report 


puilt in and cemented; the dais 
and pandal erccied, decorated, 
illuminated and fitted with 
public-address system. The trans- 
formation of this arid, out-of-the- 
way place in the village within a 
short span of eight hours is a 
marvel not only to the villagers 
but also to us. The songs from 
the public-address system had 
already started to draw a crowd 
of small children and inquisitive 
villagers. 


‘The other members of Toc H, 
including the Commissioner of 
Toc H India, Mr Justin S 
Jesudhasan, Dr Mrs S Stephen, 
Medical Superintendent of the 
Church of South India Mission 
Hospital, and David John with 
his tape recorder, had arrived a 
little earlier at the Travellers’ 
Bungalow six miles ahead of the 
village to meet the District 
Collector and other elite of the 
local villages and to entertain 
them with some light refresh- 
ment. This also provided an 
opportunity for all of the Toc H 
members to know the local 
people and the government 
officers very well. After tea, the 
Toc H party left the VIPs to 
follow them after a while so that 
they could arrive at the site a 
little earlier to receive there once 
again. But the local villagers had 
their own plans for the reception 
of their Collector! They stopped 


him a furlong ahead of the festival 


site, garlanded him and the other 
VIPs, and brought them walk- 
ing along in a procession accom- 
panied with great fanfare, firing 
of crackers, and ensemble of 
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Tiruchi branch padre, George 
Gnanamuthu, garlands the District 
Collector of Tiruchirapalli 


pipes and drums, We were just 
crowded out! 


However, we managed to lead the 
Collector, the other VIPs and our 
Toc H India officers to the dais. 
A couple of village schoolchildren 
sang a song of invocation and 
then the garlanding ceremonies 
took place. Then Dr Mrs Stephen 
read a report in chaste Tamil 
explaining the project from its 
very inception and the role played 
by Toc H in Great Britain and 
India. In conclusion she requested 
the local public to co-operate in 
building up this institution to a 
great medical centre within the 
years to come. Then the India 
Commissioner, Justin S Jesud- 
hasan, spoke in English, intro- 
ducing Toc H and explaining its 
service motive, and that this 
particular Health and Welfare 
Centre is a thanksgiving project 
for the UK’s Diamond Jubilee 
and by doing this they hope the 
community here will learn to 
help itself, At the conclusion of 
his address he requested the 
District Collector to unveil the 
foundation stone. The stone was 
covered with a yellow screen 
printed in dark blue with the 
Toc H emblem. At about 7.30 pm 
(2pm GMT) the Collector 
gracefully unveiled the foundation 
stone and read the inscription. 

In his address he thanked Toc H 
for its generous help for this poor 
community and the Toc H India 
officers in sparing no pains to 
execute its wish. 


‘After further speeches and a vote 
of thanks, George Gnanamuthu, 
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Dr Mrs Stephen, Medical Superin- 
tandent of the Church of South 
India Mission Hospital, reads a 
report on the project 


the branch padre, said a prayer 
and pronounced the blessings. 
The evening function came to a 
pleasant close at about 8 pm 
(2.30 pm GMT) with the singing 
of the National Anthem ‘Jana 
Gana Mana’, 


‘It was heartening to find so 
many from Bombay, Madras 
Trivandrum and Tiruchi who 
had made a special effort to come 
and make this function a memor- 
able event in the history of 

Toc H in India. The only sad 
feature was the absence of the 
Executive Secretary and Trea- 
surer, Ignatius D Asirvatham, 
who was not only responsible for 
this whole project but had also 
planned everything so carefully 
from the beginning for the even- 
ing’s function. Just about the 
time he was preparing to start 
for Tiruchi he was seriously 
infected and had to be hospital- 
ised immediately. He is now out 
of hospital and we all wish that 
he will get well soon and come 
back to finish the work he began. 
The way the programme of this 
project went so well up to this 
stage speaks of his meticulous 
planning of things. However, a 
word of appreciation must also 
go to Dr Mrs Stephen, J D 
Samuel, Smart Joseph and other 
members of Tiruchi branch who 
did well to translate IDA’s 
instructions to the letter to make 
a grand success of the function.’ 


The Pannikampatti community 
has now been given a 5 hp motor 
pumpset for the well-half from 
Kirloskar Electric Co Ltd, 
Bangalore, and half from EID 
Parry Ltd, Madras, It has just 
been installed and so at least 6 
out of the total 114 acres can 
now be cultivated. 
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All aboard for a trip round the play- 
ground at Ashmount School, Lough- 
borough. Volunteers from Lough- 
borough held a week-long play- 
scheme for the school’s mentally 
handicapped children and so helped 
to relieve some of the strain which 
the long summer holiday can create 
for their families 
Photo: Sue Cumming 


don’t all see the joke oor at Dor 
aes Painting and Music Week 
last July. The two artists-who are 
also accomplished singers—are Gill 
and Sue Cumming. Looking on are 
Gwen Harvey and Richard Hull, 
younger son of the proposed new 
Administrative Padre 
Photo: Scott Shaw 


60 delighted children from Spring 
Park School, Shirley in Surrey, found 
out what the Army was like when 
thay visited a Territorial Army 
barracks in Croydon. The trip was 
organised by Croydon Toc H 

Photo: South Croydon Advertiser 


Enjoying a lovely day at Dor Knap; 
Karen Hull tries to capture the : 
beauty of the place. Relaxation is 
very much the keynote of the 
Painting and Music Week. And you 
don't have to be an expert-the only 
qualification is the desire to have 

a go! 

Photo: Scott Shaw 


Britain needs 
you 


Do you believe that family life 

is decaying ?... that industry is 

on the rocks? 

What can you do to help? — 

In his third article of the series, 

Ronnie Symons shows what 
our branch can do to improve 

the quality of life in Britain. 


The Second Point of the Compass 


commits members not simply to 
give personal service, but also to 
study local, national and international 
conditions and their effect on others, 
and by their example to challenge their 
neighbours to seek the way of Christ. 


Ifrace relations seem to some 
branches a somewhat remote 


problem, the decline in family life 


touches every member of Toc H, 
It is of equal concern to men and 
women and can most effectively 
be tackled by men and women 
working together, 


Yew would deny that the family 
is no longer the closely knit unit 
that it once was. Divorce is easy; 
the pill is becoming ever more 
readily available to young and 


old; illegitimate children multiply 


and easy abortion removes one 
of the sanctions against promis- 
cuity. One-parent families are 
commonplace, Such parents are 
obliged to work to support their 
children and are forced to leave 
them to the care of friends, or to 
professional child-minders, or to 
shut them up alone until they 
return from work. Even in 
happily married families both 
parents somctimes feel the need 
of paid employment, not for self- 
fulfilment but simply to enjoy a 
higher standard of living. Inevi- 
tably, children are lacking in 
self-disciplinc—a virtue which 
many school teachers arc totally 
unable or unwilling to instil in 
their pupils, 


No wonder that vandalism, 
drinking, drugs, smoking, 
mugging, personal violence, even 


robbery and other more serious 
crimes arc on the increase, 


Faced with these problems, our 
society tends to turn to palliatives, 
It treats offenders leniently, 
excusing the erring youth on the 
grounds that housing conditions 
are sub-standard, home condi- 
tions bad, or families broken, It 
organises ever more costly re- 
formative institutions and more 
claborate welfare services. 


Toc H has the opportunity and 
is well fitted to take positive 
action to arrest the decline in 
family life. There can be few in 
Toc H who do not believe in the 
sanctity of the family or in the 
overriding need to ensure that 
as far as humanly possible their 
children are God-fearing and 
self-disciplined and strong enough 
to withstand the temptations of 
life around them. In this they set 
an example, 


But branches could do more than 
this. They could ‘study local 
conditions’ in co-operation with 
other voluntary organisations and 
local authorities; assemble the 
facts about broken homes and 
one-parent families; organise 
groups of young pcople to discuss 
these problems in the light of the 
assembled facts and help the 
truth to prevail. The emphasis 
would be on prevention rather 
than cure. 


If this is heyond the resources of 
some branches there is no reason 
why they should not go outside 
their own ranks to find organisers. 
Undoubtedly there are many 
people who are concerned about 
the situation and who would be 
only too ready to help if invited 
to do so. In any event, the mere 
act of going round and secking 
out likely people would be valu- 
able. It would provoke thought, 
and witness to the fact that the 


Spirit is moving. 


The Third Point commits us to 
think fairly and to influence 
others to do so too, so that con- 
flict may be lessened. There is no 


field in which this is more 
necessary than that of industrial 
relations. These are bedevilled by 
prejudice and jealousy and mis- 
understanding, Even Prime 
Ministers have been known to 
fan the flames of jealousy by 
secking to draw a distinction 
between those who make money 
and those who earn it. How often 
do we learn that such and such a 
group is demanding an increase 
in pay simply and solely in order 
to keep up with some other 
group? And how often, when we 
come face to face with the 
individuals concerned, do we 
find that these jealousies are 
based on misunderstandings? 
The readiness to think fairly, 
when challenged to do so, is by 
no means the monopoly of one 
side of industry. 


Here again Toc H has an oppor- 
tunity. It may be true that in the 
major industrial and urban areas 
where these prejudices and mis- 
understandings are most wide- 
spread, there are few Toc H 
branches. But civil servants and 
dustmen and railway workers and 
hospital employces are just as full 
(or free) of members, and there 
must be few communities in 
Britain where such workers will 
not be found. 


In this field, too, study is needed 
before action can be taken, But 
the facts are not difficult to come 
by and union officials and shop 
stewards are not reluctant to talk. 
Would it not do something to 
lessen misunderstanding and 
prejudice if every one of the 900 
branches of Toc H were to invite 
onc of these officials along to a 
branch mecting to talk about his 
job? At the following meeting it 
would be the turn of the em- 
ployer, And then, hopefully, at 
the next both might be invited 
together, not, of course, to discuss 
specific disputes, but simply to 
mect on neutral ground to 
exchange experience. 


Television is no substitute for the 
intimacy and the friendliness of a 
branch meeting. 
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news point 


Spare the rod 


The Leicester branches recently 
listened to a talk on discipline 
given by the headmaster of New 
Parks Boys’ School. He said that 
since Victorian times there had 
been a gradual fall away in the 
standards of discipline and we 
have now lost our vision of a 
nation and society. He thought 
that today’s teachers found it very 
hard to know what they are sup- 
posed to teach; there are so many 
different voices. 

In September Leicester Toc H 
held an Area Jubilee Service at 
St Denys Church. The address was 
given by the Provost of Leicester. 
After the service refreshments were 
served in Evington Village Hall 
and slides were shown of a recent 
visit to Poperinge. 


A playgroup for mentally handi- 
capped children was organised by 
Huddersfield Toc H at Highfield 
Special School. Toc H members ran 
the group with Huddersfield sixth- 
formers (seen in the photo) under 
the watchful eye of staff member 
Bill Bains 

Photo: Huddersfield Examiner 


st 
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Stamp Appeal 


Dennis Walker wishes to acknow- 
ledge gifts of stamps from: TE 
Forsell, R Harrold, A F McDonald 
(Australia); Ken Ward, IL Wilder- 
spen (New Zealand); I D Clark, 
Miss J Maret, Norah Wright 
(USA); Mrs M Ranson (Bots- 
wana). Branches: Acton (w), 
Barrow-on-Humber (j), Bexhill 
(j), Brighton (w), Coventry (w), 
Darlington (w), Great Harwood 
(m), Harpenden (j), Headingley 
(w), Highams Park (j), Jersey (w), 
Lowestoft (w), Luton (w), Maccles- 
field (j), Martock (m), Newbury 
(w), Oldham (w), Plymouth (j), 
Pocklington Court (j), Poole (w), 
Rhiwbina (m), St Annes (j), Strode 
Park & Herne Bay (m), Sudbury 
(w), Tavistock (m), Wakefield 
(mn & w), Weybridge (j), Wimble- 
don (m), Worksop (j), HQ Wen- 
dover, Isle of Wight District, Mid- 
Eastern Regional Office. Alver- 
thorpe Mills, Wakefield, A O 
Baxter, Miss H Benbow, Mrs 
M J H Bradbury, Miss G Burt, 
Miss E Cartmill, Rev G H Cross- 
land, Lt-Col and Mrs Gilbert, L E 
Gordon, J Hillman, A Hobbs, 
Olive Jenkins, G C Latham, Miss 
McCormick, F Nelson Hall, Mrs 
A Oliver, E R H Sheffield, N 
Shipp, St Albans Music Centre, 
J E Smith, Springfield Mills, 
Gildersome, R Weygood, S Wood- 
hall, 


Obituary 
Sid Thresher 


During the last war a German 
officer walked along a British 
prisoner-of-war train drawn u 

at a station and asked in each 
compartment, ‘Do any of you 
men come from Guildford, in 
Surrey?’ Presently he found 
someone. ‘Do you know a firm 
called ‘Thresher’??? ‘Yes.? ‘When 
you get home will you look up 
Sid Thresher and tell him that 

I regard him as my greatest 
friend?’ Which, eventually, the 
soldier did. 

Sid died unexpectedly on 15 July, 
and this story can be his epitaph. 
There were no limits to his friend- 
ships, though they sometimes led 
him into unconventional situa- 
tions: for example, smuggling 
Bibles into the Basque country of 
Spain after the Civil War. 
Cheerful, indomitable, often 
infuriating. The Old House was 
his love, and he trotted about 
Poperinge assuming a universal 
goodwill which never seemed to 
fail him, He was nearly 90, but 
the young were as clay in the 
potter’s hands. As with so many 
men, Toc H was the ideal instru- 
ment for his personality, and he 
used it to the full, 

Geoff Martin 


We regret to announce the 
death of the following 
members: 

In May: Dorothy Sumner (Park- 
stone), 

In July: Harry A Crabb (Somer- 
ton), Walter Moor (Coningsby), 
Violet A Soal (Clacton-on-Sea). 
In August: Eileen M Baxter 
(Eastcote), Gladys N Burr 
(Broadwater), Stanley Clarke 
(Ruislip), Maurice A Gleeson 
(Woolwich), Richard J Langdon 
(Griffithstown), Norah M Marsh 
(Folkestone), Cyril H Pearce 
(Felpham), Ronald F Pooley 
(Honiton), 

In September: Douglas G 
Hislop (Worthing), Harry Olver 
(West Somerset District). 

We give thanks for their lives. 


A tribute to Harry Olver will appear 
next month, 


Diamond Jubilee 
Celebrations 


31 May - 1 June 

In 1973 the Central Executive 
Committee agreed to underwrite 
the Diamond Jubilee Festival to 
the tune of £5,000 so that the 
charge to the membership for the 
day could be JOM. 

The final account for the week- 
end activitics cost the Movement 
£2,877, and it was unanimously 
agreed that the expenditure was 
the finest investment in the future 
of the Movement that we have 
made. 


INCOME ff 
Sales of tickets ae DULG 
Sales of programmes 161 
High teas ar 1,405 
Westminster Abbey 
collection 387 
£4,179 


EXPENDITURE £ 
Hire of Central Hall 
Cost of programmes Ž .. 50 


Cost of exhibition 1,559 
Catering costs 1,137 
Festival evening. . 443 
Westminster Abbey service 581 
Administration costs 2,512 

£7,056 
Less Income 4,179 


Net cost of the Festival to 
be inet from Family Purse £2,877 


Toc H padre for 


Tristan da Cunha 


Milborne Port branch is losing its 
padre to Tristan cla Cunha. The 
Rev Edward Buxton has set off for 
the remote island in the southern 
Atlantic, together with his wife, to 
be the chaplain of the church 
which serves the 300-strong com- 
munity. The last chaplain, the 
Rev Jack Jewell, was there when 
the volcano erupted in 1961 and 
the Tristans were evacuated to 
England, All the best to our in- 
trepid padre. Who knows, we may 
have a Tristan Toc H in time! 


Welcome Point 
L 


The following branches 
elected new members during 
September: 

8—Dundec (j) Group. 


2—Caister-on-Sea (w), Corwen 
(w), Hainault (j), Owton 
Manor (w), Rushden Royal 
(w), Seaton Carew (w). 

1—Bromley (w), Cardiff with 
Roath (j), Chard (m), Chirk 
(w), Eyemouth (j) Group, 
Gloucester (j), Gloucester 
District, Hackney (j), Hythe 
(m), Inner London District, 
Leigh (j), Looe (m), Lough- 
ton (j) Group, Merseyside 
District, Milford-on-Sea (j), 
Pocklington Court (j), 
Rhiwbina (m), St Johns, 
Sevenoaks (w), South East 
Herts District, Springfield 
District. 


Welcome to 40 new members. 


It’s always nice to have a wedding 
in the family—especially when the 
family is a Mark and the bride and 
groom are ‘Marksmen’, who met at 
the Mark. Here are Elaine and Ashok 
Shah, residents of Gladstone House, 
Liverpool, with the Mark Padre, 

Bob Ellis, after the wedding on 
30 August 
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Charity begins at 
home 


Fred Lewin, jobmaster of Gilling- 
ham branch, writes that ‘Gilling- 
ham branch members have dis- 
cussed the financial situation of 
Toc H, and they realise the urgent 
need for funds in the South Eastern 
Region. So although a smail 
branch and actively supporting 
Age Concern and Cancer Relief, 
they have pledged themselves to 
donate £100 in the coming year. 
We commend this to other 
branches to copy.’ 


Garden party 


Ruislip branch held its annual 
garden party for the elderly and 
handicapped of Harlesden and 
Ruislip, again this summer. Says 
branch member Len Prentis: 
‘There is always a fair mixture of 
helpers including children, teen- 
agers, the middle-aged—and even 
the elderly give a hand where they 
can .. So long as kind words and 
good deeds mean everything, 
Toc H will carry on...’ 


Up she goes! ‘Mr Blackpool Lights’, 
Mr Arthur Elliott (left) looks on with 
staff member Alan Daniels and 

Fylde District Chairman Len Scarfe, 
as our seven-foot-square Jubilee 
illumination is hoisted aloft. It’s just 
on the corner of Talbot Square, 
close to the canotaph 


LETTERS 


Hare shoot 


It was with considerable dismay 
that I read in the August Point 
Three that West Pinchbeck mem- 
bers are using as a method of fund- 
raising the killing of animals. This 
was apparently in the form of hold- 
ing a hare shoot and bagging 300 
hares which were sold for £100. 

There scems to be a great danger 
here of creating a most unfortunate 
and even bad image of Toc H in 
the eyes of the public at large: 
especially with so much contro- 
versy over blood sports at the 
present time. 

It is indeed to be hoped that 
West Pinchbeck members will dis- 
continue this practice and con- 
ceive ofsome better ways of raising 
funds, It is also to be much desired 
that other branches will not be 
encouraged by this precedent to 
pursuc the same undesirable meth- 
ods for monetary purposes. 


Eric W Nottle /fasibourne, Sussex 


Colsterdale 


To Richard Jackson, NE Regional 
staff 

I should like to record my Service's 
appreciation of the facilities re- 
cently afforded by yourselves at 
Colsterdale. During the weck I 
was impressed by the high degree 
of commitment on the part of your 
helpers and the way the group 
gelled. My colleague tells me that 
besides aflording opportunities for 
holiday activities for rather dis- 
advantaged young pcople, there 
were very positive casework ad- 
vances made in some instances, 
Many thanks, 


G Rose 
Assistant Chief Probation Officer, 
Northallerton, Vorks 
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Cotswold Festival 


The Cotswold Festival at Dor 
Knap in September was another 
brave attempt by Toc H members 
and staff to demonstrate to the 
world that there are other and 
more rewarding ways of spending 
one’s leisure time than dissipating 
it all on becr, bingo and football 
pools. 

Why is it that so many men and 
women-valiant workers though 
they may be-go into some kind of 
paralytic trance at the merest 
mention of anything savouring of 
‘The Arts’? If only they had made 
the effort to come to Dor Knap to 
sce and sense the slicer joy and fun 
so evident in all the events of this 
Festival week-end, I am sure any 
feelings of this kind would have 
vanished. 

When every event was of such 
excellent quality, it would be im- 
possible and indeed ungracious to 
say that this one or that was the 
most enjoyable, but running 
through it all, binding it all to- 
gether like a thread of pure gold, 
were John Hull’s Singers-his Oc- 
casional Six. 

John Hull, the Festival Director, 
and George Lec, Sue Cumming, 
Bob Knight, John Mitchell, Cris- 
pin White and other Toc H staff 
worked like Trojans and kept their 
cool in the gorgeous weather, all 
under the fatherly and watchful 
eye of Tommy Trinder; and the 
organising committee really did 
sec its long hours of work come to 
a wonderlul fruition. We owe a 
great deal to the graciousness and 
hospitality of Richard Ayshford 
Sanford for giving the use of his 
lovely home for such a vital part 
of the Festival. 

No one will pretend or claim 
that a few Cotswold Festivals will 
put this tortured old world of ours 
to rights, but at least several hun- 
dred people were shown that 
music, singing, dancing and paint- 
ing can help to bring a fuller and 
more abundant life to all sorts and 
conditions of men-and that is 
surely Toc H at its best. 


Bob Harvey 
Llanarmon-yn-Ial, North Wales 


Cotswold Festival 


As a member of the audience on 
the Friday evening of the Cotswold 
Festival, I am writing to say how 
thrilled everybody was with the 
programme. People in the village 
are still talking about it. All were 
agreed that the ballet was full of 
beautiful movement and colour, 
The Chelmsford Dancers were 
obviously dedicated to their art 
and had responded magnificent- 
ly to the inspiration of their di- 
rector and choreographer, Eliza- 
beth Pwistington Higgins, 

Evensong at St Eadburgha’s 
Church was greatly enhanced by 
the dancers. 

The singing of the Occasional 
Six during both occasions was very 
much appreciated, and many 
people expressed their pleasure on 
being given the opportunity of 
secing and hearing such talented 
performances, 


Reg Warters Broadway, Worcs 


Alison House success 


May I, through Point Three, thank 
all those branches and members 
who sent gifts and donations to the 
Alison House Garden Party? It is 
efforts such as these which under- 
line the family fecling in Toc H. 
Just as one’s own family rally 
round on great occasions, so do the 
members of Toc H when their help 
is needed. 

The whole day was a great suc- 
cess, with gay and varied stalls: 
entertainment by the Matlock 
Prize Band (which had won a fur- 
ther prize at Chesterfield that 
afternoon before coming to Alison 
House); a dance display by Mrs 
Truman’s Dancing Troupe; and a 
Working Dog item organised by 
our neighbour Mr Pass, The whole 
was crowned with sunshine, The 
result: financial success over £600. 

Thank you once again to those 
who supported us but were unable 
to come. 


Marjorie Berry 
Penn, Wolverhampton 


Small 
advertisements 


Small advertisements must be 
received (with remittance) five 
weeks before publication day, 
which is the first of the month. 
The charge is 3p a word 
(minimum 30p) to Point Three 
magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained 
from the Editorial Office, Toc H, 
1 Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks. 
Telephone: 0296 623911. 


Don't throw 
them away! 


Your old Christmas 
cards can be used again 
to make gift tags for 
next year. 


Toc H member Lilian 
Atkinson takes used 
Christmas cards along 
to her local societies for 
autistic children, 
spastics, mentally 
handicapped and 
muscular dystrophy. 
They are then made up 
into gift tags and 
calendars, and the 
proceeds go towards 
helping the handi- 
capped. 

So please send your old 
Christmas cards to 

Mrs Lilian Atkinson, 

34 Westby Road, 


Bournemouth, 
Dorset BH5 1HD. 


Anstey Toc H Concert Band. Many 
of you have now heard our Band at 
Westminster, Wendover and Dor Knap 
and we need your help to ensure that 
this project prospers, Donations, musical 
instruments, music stands and inquiries 
to John Silvester, 67 Charles Drive 
Anstey, Leics. Le? 7p, 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb 
ball-pens, combs, key fobs, diaries, etc, 
gold stamped to your requirements. 
Details: NORTHERN NOVELTIES, 
Bradford spl 311E. i 


Bruges, Belgium. 
Hotel Jacobs (estab- 
lished 50 years) 
welcomes Toc H 
parties and indivi- 
dual visitors to this 
lovely old city with- 
in easy reach of 


other famous cities 


of art, and of the coast. Comfortable, 
modernised hotel. Quict situation. Park- 
ing. English spoken. Strongly recom- 
mended. Bed and breakfast only. 

Mr Jules Lictaert, Horex Jacons, 
Baliestraat 1, Bruges 8000. Telephone: 
(050) 398 31/32. 


Six of the best 


Available! Six power- 
ful colour posters to 
help branches explain 
Toc H to the neigh- 
bourhood. Extension 
plans for 1976 will be 
greatly enhanced 
with an order for 
these posters. 

Size 163” x 113’. 
Each set consists of 
six illustrations plus 
one extra poster for 
the branch address. 
Also an instruction 
sheet explaining how 
to go about local 
poster campaigns. 


All for £1 


Order from: 
Publications Office, 
Toc H Headquarters, 
1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Aylesbury, 
Bucks HP22 6BT. 


Wanted 
Warden for 
Colsterdale 


Have we in Toc H an 
active retired couple 
or a mature single 
person who would like 
to act as warden/care- 
taker at Colsterdale 
from April to October 
1976? 


If you cannot manage 
the full 7 months, but 
would like to come for 
2 months or more, 


please apply. 


The job entails looking 
after the house and 
offering some local 
guidance to visiting 
parties (All parties 
come with their own 


leader and are self- 
catering.) There is a 
self-contained 
warden’'s flat. Re- 
muneration is nego- 
tiable. 


This is a tough but 
unique assignment. 
offering the chance to 
spend the spring and 
summer in the beautiful 
Yorkshire Dales. Own 
transport is essential. 


Please apply for more details 
to: 

Douglas Haigh, 

Chairman, Colsterdale 
Management Committee, 

30 Butternab Road, 
Beaumont Park, Huddersfield 
HD4 7AR 

Tel.0484 (Huddersfield) 52258 


Where’s the Regional Office? 


What are the words of the Ceremony of Light? 
Where do | get Personal Accident Insurance? 


What's the Bordon Company? 
How can l explain about Toc H? 


You'll find all the answers in the 


1976 TOC H DIARY 


a pocket-book of absolutely essential information for every Toc H member and friend 
Also information about first-aid, metric measures, and maps of the entire British Isles 


Bound in leather, symbol in gold With pencil 45p (without pencil 40p) 


Toc H Publications Department 
1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 


fp 

Diaticst a aes ==? ee Er. With pencil@ 45 each» = ype) eee 

b ae without pencil @ 40p each 
Also 
Toc H Christmas cards _.................. doz@.s5pipendoz & =. a) ee eee 
(Please add 10p for postage and packing up to 2 doz; 18p over 2 doz) 
TOO tal CUA IMS ere pars @ f1 50perpair L  — «s—i‘é‘“ ‘ss 2 PE 
Records: ‘A Tapestry of Winter’ by The New Anglian Singers 

yet @ 25p each eee 

TOTAL 
Please enclose remittance with order 
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